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English 
 

At Youlgrave, All Saints’ C of E (VA) Primary School, the study of English develops children’s abilities to 
listen, speak, read and write for a wide range of purposes. Children use language to learn and 
communicate ideas, views and feelings. It enables our children to express themselves creatively and 
imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and non-fiction texts. 
 

Understanding 
Our children gain an understanding of how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and 
origins. They use their knowledge, skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of 
different situations. 
 

Teaching and learning styles 
Here at Youlgrave, All Saints ’C of E (VA) Primary School, we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in 
English lessons; with a principle aim to develop our children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in 
English. We do this through sessions that have both whole class and group teaching. During these sessions, 
children experience a focussed English grammar, punctuation and spelling’ (GaPS); a focussed reading or 
writing activity; a guided or independent activity or a session to review progress and learning. They have 
the opportunity to experience a wide range of texts and use resources such as dictionaries, thesauruses 
and individual whiteboards to support their work.  
 

Information Technology (IT) 
Our children use IT in English lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work and using 
multimedia to study how words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever possible we 
encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the curriculum. 
 

Every child matters 
There are children of differing ability in all our three classes at Youlgrave, All Saints’ C of E (VA) Primary 
School. We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the 
challenge of the work to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies. In some 
sessions we do it through differentiated group work, while in other sessions we ask children to work from 
the same starting point before moving on to develop their own ideas. We use teaching and classroom 
assistants to support some children and to enable work to be matched to the needs of individuals. 
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